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IStep Introduction

George O’Neal
george@ge.niigata-u.ac.jp
Niigata University



Outline

* iStep

* Proportional Representation

e SPACE v. iStep in a Nutshell

e 27d Quarter & iStep

374 & 4th Quarters & iStep Continuation



The Niigata University iStep program develops | /
Academic Engllsh ab111t1es in Term 2 |

) (=) ()

\\\::; /
Academic Listening Presentation Academic Writing
& Speaking 2

Academic Writing Topic Based Intercultural Presentation
1 Speaking Communication 2
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In @ Nutshell

SPACE iStep
 Starts 15t term (April™) e Starts 2" term (July™)
 Compulsory two semester (1 year) * Compulsory one quarter (8 weeks)
* Optional one semester (6 months) e Optional two quarters (6 months)
* One chance * Option to come back
* Academic, Vocational, Graduate courses ¢ Academic courses
 Compulsory courses all semesters * Compulsory courses 2" quarter only
* Various Entrance Requirements * Uniform Entrance Requirements
* Only three faculties allowed  All faculties allowed

* Only undergraduate students * Exchange students OK



Quarter System 2017

Term 1 || Term 2

15tep




iStep (2" Term)

* Entrance
e Regular Applicants: test scores
e Recommendation Letter Applicants: interviews

* Compulsory Courses
* Academic Listening & Speaking
* Academic Writing
* Academic Reading
* Presentations
* Intercultural Communication



Quarter System 2017

Term 1 || Term 2

15tep




iStep Continuation (3 & 4% Terms)

e Continuations of iStep Courses
* Academic Writing = Advanced Academic Writing A, B, C

* Optional Courses
* Alacarte
e All students welcome
* No iStep Completion Requirement

* Class Size Limits
* {Step Students prioritized

e 25 students/class
* iStep students who want to continue must have passed the iStep course

e Students who did not take iStep will also need TOEIC 600+ to enter.



 {STEP Information Guidance Sessions

* Application, Selection, Registration, &
Notification Processes

Mike Ruddick



iStep Information Guidance Sessions

* Sessionl

Time: April, 61" (Thursday) 12:00~12:45

Place: Ikarashi Campus, Sogo Education Research Building,
B Wing, 2" Floor, Room B255.

* Session 2

Time: April, 61" (Thursday) 16:30~17:15

Place: Ikarashi Campus, Sogo Education Research Building,
B Wing, 2" Floor, Room B255.



* |f a student cannot attend either guidance
session, please email Associate Professor

Ruddick before April 6th:
mruddick@ge.niigata-u.ac.jp.

* Please include “ISTEP” in the subject line of
the email.



Application, Selection, Registration,
& Notification Processes for the
2017 iStep Program



1)

* Guidance session on April 6t (Thursday).

e Students are strongly advised to attend.

* Application forms will be distributed.
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2)

* Completed application form by April 7th
(Friday) 17:00 to window three of the
administration section on the first floor of the
Sogo Education Research Building A Wing.



3)

e Selection - 22— ER English and Listening
scores.



4)
* Notification of permission to enroll for iStep
classes by April 11t (Tuesday) via email.

* Successful applicants will also be notified as to
which level (Level 1, 2, or 3) they have been
assigned.



5)

* Students must register by April 12t
(Wednesday) 17:00.

* Registration through the online Academic
Affairs Information System.

* Unsuccessful applicants will be notified of
open slots in the program if successful
applicants later decide to not register for the
iIStep classes.



Application, Selection, Notification, and
Registration Procedures for Students who
were Admitted to the University on the Basis
of a Recommendation Letter



1)

e Attend one iStep guidance session on April 6t
(Thursday)

* Application form.



2)

e Students must submit the completed
application form by April 7t (Friday) 17:00 to
window three of the administration section on

the first floor of the Sogo Education Research
Building A Wing.



3)
e Student interviews

 Notification of interview - Academic Affairs
Information System.



4)

* Notification of permission to enroll classes by
April 11t (Tuesday) via email.

* Successful applicants will also be notified as to
which level (Level 1, 2, or 3) they have been
assigned.



5)
* Registration by April 12th (Wednesday) 17:00.

* Registration through the online Academic
Affairs Information System.

* Unsuccessful applicants will be notified of
open slots in the program if successful
applicants later decide to not register for the
iIStep classes.



IStep Faculty Development

Tuesday March 28, 2017
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Presentation Outline — iStep Program

1. Key features
2. Timetable for iStep
3. Overview of Classes



IStep — Key Features

Intensive course — 8 classes a week
8-week course — Term 2
3 Levels

= w o

Integration of lesson content

* Recycling of content
e Content / skills crossover*



IStep Level 1 Schedule

1fR

2[R

3[R

4R
5pR

A

W
Academic Listening &
Speaking

Teacher:

S. Pryor

Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 1
Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5

K

Academic Reading
Teacher:

C. Hannah

Credit 0.5

Topic Based Speaking
Teacher:

S. Pryor

Credit 0.5

¥ S

Presentation 1
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Intercultural
Communication
Teacher:

C. Hannah
Credit 0.5

&

Presentation 2
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 2
Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5



IStep Level 2 Schedule

108
2[R

<]if:

4PR

5FR

A

X 7K

Academic Listening & | Academic Reading
Speaking Teacher:

Teacher: C. Hannah

S. Pryor Credit 0.5

Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 1

Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5

Topic Based Speaking
Teacher:

S. Pryor

Credit 0.5

xR

Presentation 1
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Intercultural
Communication
Teacher:

C. Hannah
Credit 0.5

&

Presentation 2
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 2
Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5



IStep Level 3 Schedule

108
2[R
3[E

4FR

58

k

Academic Listening &
Speaking

Teacher:

S. Pryor

Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 1
Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5

7K

Academic Reading
Teacher:

C. Hannah

Credit 0.5

Topic Based Speaking
Teacher:

S. Pryor

Credit 0.5

Presentation 1
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Intercultural
Communication
Teacher:

C. Hannah
Credit 0.5

Presentation 2
Teacher:

M. Ruddick
Credit 0.5

Academic Writing 2
Teacher:

G. O'Neal

Credit 0.5



Academic Listening & Speaking

ISTEP TEACHER: PRYOR

Course Goals & Activities B

CONTEMPORARY

* Listen to academic lectures on various topics
* Listening & note-taking skills

e Top-down and bottom-up listening skills
 Structure of academic lectures

* Vocabulary building / grammar work

e Text analysis

Linked to Topic Based Speaking




Topic Based Speaking

iISTEP TEACHER: PRYOR

Course Goals & Activities

* Discussion of academic lectures
 Extension / personalization of topics

* Pronunciation

* Conversation skills & strategies

* Presentations — based on course material
Linked to Academic Listening & Speaking

CONTEMPORARY
TOPICS
Note-Taking Skill




Academic Writing 1 & 2

iISTEP TEACHER: O’NEAL SENSEI

Goals / Activities

* Write an argumentative essay in English

* Learn conventions / rules of Standard English
* Essay organization

 Linking ideas, sentences, and paragraphs
 Citing and referencing in APA format

e Self-editing skills

* In-class activities: writing / editing

* Two 90-minute classes a week




Presentation Class 1 & 2

iISTEP TEACHER: RUDDICK SENSEI

Course Goals & Activities

* Deliver a basic academic presentation in English
* Learn specific language needed to give an academic presentation

* Learn about presentation structure

* How to use graphs, diagrams, tables, and photographs in a presentation

* |n each class, students will be expected to present in front of an audience

e Two 90-minute classes a week



Intercultural Communication

iSTEP TEACHER: HANNAH SENSEI
Course Goals / Activities
* Explore concepts of both culture and communication

* Learn strategies to improve relations between individuals and groups from
different cultural backgrounds

* Experiential activities to examine cultural values, beliefs, and behaviors
e Raise cultural awareness
* Challenge cultural bias

* Improve communicative ability in different cultural environments



Academic Reading

ISTEP TEACHER: HANNAH SENSEI
Course Goals / Activities

* Improve reading skills through study and discussion of a variety of reading
materials

e Learn how to read newspaper & journal articles, and standard academic
texts

* Learn about text structure, micro- & macro-reading skills

* Learn to read quickly and efficiently without the need for translation
* Increase reading speed

* Increase vocabulary

* Critical thinking skills



IStep Continuation

George O’Neal
george@ge.niigata-u.ac.jp
Niigata University



Outline

* Continuation Writing Courses

e Continuation Speaking Courses

* Continuation Presentation Courses

e Continuation Reading Courses

e Continuation Intercultural Communication Courses



The Niigata University iStep program develops | /
Academic Engllsh ab111t1es in Term 2 |

) (=) ()

\\\::; /
Academic Listening Presentation Academic Writing
& Speaking 2

Academic Writing Topic Based Intercultural Presentation
1 Speaking Communication 2




Quarter System 2017

Term 1 || Term 2

15tep




IStep Continuation Courses: Academic Writing

e Advanced Academic Writing A
* Argumentative Essay
e APA Citation for Japanese & English books

* Advanced Academic Writing B
* Compare & Contrast Essay
* MLA Citation for Japanese & English books

e Advanced Academic Writing C

* Research Report
* APA Citation for articles
* Library Research Skills

e Scientific Method for Advanced Academic Writing C
 Validity, Reliability, Control & Experimental Groups, Statistical Analyses



Advanced Academic Writing A

THRER
Academic Writing
Tuesday 4™ Period
Who Decides Japan’s Future?

The right to vote age eighteen is defined as lowering the voting age from twenty
to eighteen. Some people claim that giving the right to vote to eighteen year olds is
inappropriate because of a lack of political judgment. Other people insist that it is good
for especially the younger generation because it will bring various good policies for them.
However, some problems exist on this debate. Actually, confusing eighteen years old, the
right to vote from eighteen year olds is unjustified.

Eighteen year olds is the age, which just graduated from a high school, so a
small number of them possess abundant knowledge of politics and society. Most of them
enter a school of higher grade: university, college, junior college, so they do nothing but
study for entrance examination; no Japanese young people know about election system
in detail. Indeed, Masahiro Matsui (2015), a politician in Japan, argues that eighteen year
olds is bad timing in terms of the interest of elections because of the study for exams.
Accordingly, for the above-mentioned reason, only twenty year olds or older can use the

right to vote.

Furthermore, in Western countries, America, Germany, and Sweden, numerous

people have great concerns in politics or elections, but few the Japanese young are

interested in those things. In the past, the youth commented on politics or elections, but

they seldom talk about them now. In fact, Masahiro Yamada, a professor of law at

Kansaigakuin University, indicates that, “Japan’s voting rate is relatively low when we

look at the latest data” (author’s translation 2016 p43). Therefore, giving eighteen years

old the right to vote might be waste, so people should have negative thought to them

having the right.

However, despite all of facts against the effectiveness of granting the right to

vote to eighteen year olds, some continue to declare that the right to vote age eighteen is

fine for our lives. Supporters of the right to vote at age eighteen argue that some eighteen

or nineteen people already work, so they should have the right. Actually, few working

people go to vote like twenty year olds or older people who hardly go to vote. Accordingly,

the voting rate seems to fall, so people should disagree with the opinion that admitting

the right to them.

In conclusion, Japanese government should reject the right to vote from age

eighteen. Eighteen year olds have a little information about policymaking or votes, so

only twenty or older people are able to have the right to vote. Moreover, Japanese

teenagers especially, eighteen or nineteen are scarcely interested in politics, compared

with foreign countries. The fact that providing the right to them is stupid way for our

future means that Japanese government should oppose the right to vote from eighteen.

References

Matsui, M. (2015, June 18). Jundainowakamenowa seiiinohenkakusyaninarerunoka,

Diamond online. Retrieved May 30, 2016, from http://diamond.jp/articles/-

/73442%page=4

Yamada, M. (2016). Sgijisaunka to Minsxuseiji. Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press.




Advanced Academic Writing C

Does the Presentation of the Data Affect the Perception of the Data?

Shoko Hasegawa
Niigata University

Abstract

This study investigates the relationship between the presentation of the
data and the perception of the data. Fourteen SPACE program students
participated in this study. The researcher divided the fourteen students
into two groups of seven students, matching the two groups according to
the number of boys and girls. Next, group one students looked at a graph
of the population of Japan, and then they answered the following
question: “based on this presentation of data, do you think the population
of Japan is stable or decreasing?” Then group two students looked at a
graph of the population of Japan, the numbers on the vertical axis have
been contracted, and the students answered the same question. The results
of this experiment show that group two students are more likely to think
that the population of Japan is stable. Furthermore, a 2 X 2 x2test
revealed that this difference is statistically significant. Therefore, this
study concludes that the presentation of the data has an effect on the
perception of the data.

Keywords: perception, presentation, graph

1 Introduction

Everyone is influenced by visual effects and then sometimes their ideas are changed by that.

Some people claim that the data is easy to show the results and the facts. Other people,
however, claim that gathering data is hard and some data have unbalanced data.

Some research suggests that viewing documentary films affects environmental
perceptions and behaviors. Henry & Rachel (2016) showed different documentary films to

the subjects. One film emphasized the natural environment and the other focused on the

built environment. After viewing a film, the subject’s environmental perceptions were Group one Group two
different according to a film that they viewed. It is possible that a different pr ion Stable 2 6
give a deferent perception to SPACE program students. As such, this study ines the Decreasing 5 1

following question: does the presentation of data affect the perception of the data?
Although the null hypothesis states that the presentation of the data is unrelated to the

perception of the data, this study hypothesizes that the p ion of the data affects the

perception of the data.

2 Methodology

Fourteen SPACE program students were chosen to participate in this experiment. Informed
consent was received from each of the fourteen students. First, the fourteen students were
divided into seven-student groups that were matched according to the number of boys and
girls. This was done to ensure that each group had no gender differences.

Next, each student in group one was shown figure A (Appendix A), which is a line graph
of the population of Japan, and asked, “based on this presentation of data, do you think the
population of Japan is stable or decreasing?” The student’s binary answers, either “stable”
or “decreasing” were recorded. After that, each student in group two was shown figure B
(Appendix B), which is a line graph of the population of Japan but the numbers on the
vertical axis have been contracted, and was asked, “based on this presentation of data, do
you think the population of Japan is stable or decreasing?” The student’s answers, “stable”

or “decreasing” were recorded.

3 Results

In group one, two students said that the rate of the population of Japan was stable; five
students said that the rate of the population of Japan was decreasing. In group two, six
students said that the rate of the population of Japan was stable; only one student said that
the rate of the population of Japan was decreasing. These answers can be reflected in the
following 2 x 2 contingency table:

Table 1:

More students in group two answered “stable” than students in group one, which supports
the hypothesis of this study. Because the data is binary, the data was subjected to a 2 x 2 ¥*
test. The 2 x 2 x*test revealed a statistically significant association between the graph used
to present the population of Japan and the perception of the graph, y>(1, N = 14) = 4.66, p
> .05. Therefore, the null hypothesis that the presentation of the data does not affect the
perception of the data can rejected; the difference between two groups is not likely the
result of random sampling errors. Accordingly, the results of this experiment validate the
hypothesis of this study; the difference in the perception of the data between group one and
group two is statistically significant.

4 Discussion
The results of this experiment seem to suggest that the way to present data has an effect on
the perception of the data. This can be seen in the results because there is a difference
between how the two groups thought according to the data. This seems to indicate that the
different types of the data give the different impressions for the students. These
observations seem to be consistent with the expectations of the author of this study.

Although the results of this experiment achieved statistical significance, this experiment
still has some weaknesses. First of all, this experiment was not generalizable because only
fourteen students were tested. Second, some students were influenced by other students. All
students could see other student’s opinion because the options for the students were to raise
their hands or not. Therefore, even though the results are statistically significant, it is still
possible that the results do not represent the real data.

The results of this study support the findings of Henry & Rachel (2016). Henry & Rachel
(2016) claimed that the subject’s perceptions were different according to what they viewed.
This experiment corroborates Henry & Rachel’s (2016) claims. After all, there is a

between the p ion of the data and the perception of the data.

References
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IStep Continuation Courses: Academic Listening &

Speaking / Topic Based Speaking

vowes Front Central Back
 Speaking: Segmental Pronunciation Cose 1= Y : : el
* Individual Sounds N o o v 1o
* Intelligibility Focus o
e Speaking: Suprasegmental Pronunciation | *™ Co T
 Stress, Prosody, & Intonation open > a a.o
* Vowel Reduction T —
» Comprehensibility Focus o b P—
* Advanced Topic Based Speaking = T ;
* Uses the same textbook as the iStep course Tapor i v r
* Further development of communicative skills ~ [= ¢ _8_T_V 0 X ;
— 0 )




Speaking: Segmental & Suprasegmental Pronunciation
Intelligibility & Comprehensibility




Speaking: Segmental Pronunciation
Articulation Explanation




IStep Continuation Courses: Presentations,
Reading, Intercultural Communication

* Advanced Presentations
* Presentation of Research Project Results

e Academic Presentations
e Academic Conference Presentations

* Advanced Reading
* Skills: Scanning, Various Genre, Inferring Vocabulary

* Intercultural Communication

* Critical Theory
* Intercultural Theory
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