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Survey

1. T have enjoyed facilitating chat sessions.

2. T have made good friends with Japanese students.

3. T have made good friends with other international students.

4.1 have learned how to communicate with Japanese students.

5. T have learned how to communicate with other international students.
6. I have learned about Japanese students' everyday life.

7.1 have learned about Japanese traditional culture.

8. I have learned about Japanese pop culture.

9. I have learned about cultures in other countries.

10. I have learned about domestic issues in Japan.

11. T have learned about international issues.

12. Participants were interested in my culture.

13. T have encountered difficulties facilitating chat sessions.

14. T have become more adaptable to different communication styles.
15. It has become easier for me to interact with Japanese students outside the FL-SALC.
16. I want to study the Japanese language more.

17. I want to learn more about different cultures.

18. T have had unpleasant experiences during chat sessions.

19. I feel I have helped participants to communicate in English.

20. I want to learn more about my own culture.



B (BdRR BEIRXNEE):

a) Why did you apply for the English Language Tutor position? (For first-time tutors only.)
b) How has the experience as an English Language Tutor helped you?

c) What did you NOT enjoy as an English Language Tutor?

d) Were there any topics of conversation that the participants actively engaged in?

e) Please suggest at least one possible topic to add to the current list.

f) Do you have any other suggestions or comments?

REFa—9— |

a)

b)

d)

f)

I applied for this position because I enjoy talking with people and aspire to become a teacher in

the future. I also have a strong interest in Japanese culture and wanted to interact more with

Japanese people.

It has been a wonderful experience. I had the chance to speak with many Japanese students, which

helped me gain a deeper understanding of Japanese culture and history. I also learned about

different prefectures and the students' various majors. Overall, it has been a truly rewarding

experience.

I genuinely enjoyed every session I participated in. If I had to mention something, I only wish the

sessions were a bit longer.

Students were generally interested in all the topics, but I noticed more active engagement when

the topics were highly relotable, such as exam preparation, shopping, summer activities, or

vacation plans. When the topic connects closely to their daily lives, students tend to participate

more enthusiastically.

I would like to suggest two topics:

(i) “A day in my life”, when we briefly touched on this during other discussions, everyone
participated actively. It’s highly relotable and easy for students to talk about.

(i) “Future Goals”, this topic also sparked a lot of interest. Students enjoyed sharing their
aspirations and received creative suggestions from others. It felt like a day of affirmation
and motivation.

I don’t have many because everything already feels well-organized. However, if I may share a few

thoughts:

(i) It would be great if the session time could be extended slightly. Often, we feel there’s still so
much more to talk about, and some students even stay back for an extra 10-15 minutes to
continue the conversation.

(ii) Occasionally changing the venue and incorporating some fun group games could also enhance
the experience. Since games can be difficult to fit into regular sessions due to time and topic
constraints, perhaps having a special game day without any fixed discussion topics would be

a fun idea.

That said, the current sessions are already fantastic, and I'm very grateful to be a part of them.



REFa2—9— 2

a)

I will be continuing to the doctoral course, where English is required for conference presentations.
I can speak Japanese and usually communicate with my lab mates and professor in Japanese.
Therefore, my reason for applying to become an English tutor is that I need a space to speak

English in order to improve my vocabulary and build confidence.

b) After becoming an English tutor, I definitely feel more confident speaking in English. I know I still
have a long way to go before I can present at an academic level, but this growing confidence has
become the first step in truly engaging with a language I used to avoid.

This confidence also comes from the Japanese students, who genuinely appreciate my efforts to
speak English, even though my English isn't perfect, and sometimes the students are actually more
fluent than I am.

One of the reasons I used to avoid English was because, in my home country, people often criticize
those who aren't fluent, which made me afraid to speak. But here, the Japanese students listen to
me with such patience and enthusiasm, and that has really encouraged me.

I truly appreciate their respectful and supportive attitude.

c) Nothing. I enjoyed all aspects of being an English Language Tutor

d) Study abroad, job hunting

e) Favorite childhood memories, if you could have any superpower:-:-

f) Not, thank you for the experience!

BEFa2—9— 3

a) n/a

b) Being an English Language Tutor has improved my communication and teaching skills. It also
helped me become more confident when speaking in public and explaining ideas clearly.

c) Honestly, none. I enjoyed the experience and didn’t face any major problems, except maybe the
hot weather sometimes in this season.

d) Yes, participants were very engaged when talking about time travel, how to stay motivated,
favorite professors and summer activities.

e) Isuggest adding topics like love culture, romantic moments, or talking about someone they admire,
such as a crush, idol, or role model. These topics can spark more interest and help participants
express emotions and opinions more naturally.

f) None

HEF2—9— 4

a)
b)

c)
d)

e)

n/a

It helped me gain a deeper understanding of people from different regions of Japan and their
unique cultures

Not being able to conduct the chat every day in other words, I enjoyed everything.

Participants usually love to talk about holidays/hobbies/plans more than anything.

Being a role good model/parent

10



f)

n/a

HEFa2—49— 5

a)

b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

I enrolled in this session to connect with Japanese and other international students. I wanted to
explore Japanese culture along with the cultures of various other countries.

n/a

I enjoyed all the times.

Everyone was active in various topics because there are different types of people.

Personalities

Thanks for everything!

WEF1—9— 6

a)
b)
c)
d)

n/a

It helped to build my communication skills.

None, I enjoyed all the sessions

Mostly all, except cyberbullying and corruption in politics, some student now the meanings but have

never experienced or heard about it. So, it was hard to relate to

e) Friendship, love and relationships

f) N/A

BEFa—9— 7

a) I applied because I wanted to make use of my English skills and have meaningful discussions with
Japanese students. I saw this as not only an opportunity to help others with their communication
skills but also a chance for my own growth and learning.

b) It helped me become more organized and proactive. Since this was my first time as a tutor, I tried
hard to speak up and encourage others to do the same. Preparing each week’s topic also pushed
me to research various themes and broaden my perspectives.

c) Sometimes I felt the conversations could have gone deeper, but when the group had more than six
people, it became harder to give everyone a chance to speak more. Also, when some participants
were more active than others, I wished I could find better ways to encourage quieter students to
join in comfortably, rather than letting their voices be overlooked. Occasionally, I also wished I
could join other tutors’ sessions to learn more from their communication styles.

d) Yes, I think so. But I'm still reflecting on how to better facilitate discussion. If I have the chance
to be a tutor again, I'd like to make sure students have more opportunities to speak and express
themselves.

e) Personality tests.

f) Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to participate in English Chat. It’s been a

valuable experience, and I'd love to continue improving both my English and facilitation skills

through this kind of activity.

11



HEFa2—9— 8

a) I applied to contribute to helping Japanese students gain confidence in the English Language. I
also joined to make friends and have more opportunities to talk with Japanese students while
learning about their culture and way of thinking.

b) It has broadened my perspective about the level of English-speaking students, and I have
interacted more with Japanese people, thereby gaining greater exposure.

c) Nothing. Everything has been fine so far.

d) Social Stigma, Exam Preparation Strategies, Homesickness

e) My Best/Worst Travel Experience, Superpowers, Music, Dreams, Artificial intelligence

f) None.

®KEFa—9— 9

a) n/a

b) As an international Ph.D. student, I have less oppertunities to interact with Japanese students
because of busy schedule. This is a very valuable oppertunity for me to interact with students and
share my experience and knowledge with them. I also learned many things about Japan and
Japaense culture by discussing with the students.

c) Ienjoyed every single minute by speaking with the students.

d) Participants were highly interest to know about my country, culture and foods. As well as they
interested to share their travel experiences.

e) Work life balance

f) n/a

®HEF2—9— 10

a) n/a

b) Icanlearn a different culture.

c) Ienjoyed everything

d) Particularly not any topic. They were more active than before.

e) Nothing in particular

f) No comment

12
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