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(a) What were your reasons for applying for the English Tutor position?
(b) How has the experience as an English tutor helped you?

(c) What was it that you did not enjoy as an English tutor?

(d) For the betterment of chat sessions, do you have any suggestions?

(a) I was looking to make some Japanese friends if possible through tutoring
experience.

() Ilearned how most Japanese view about studying English.

() Nothing. I really enjoyed it.

(d) Personally, I would suggest like I mentioned before, make it into more like
exchange of languages. That way, people might feel less stressed about

teaching or learning, it will be even more casual.

ﬁgu?ﬂ-b—g —2
(a) T was asked to participate and thought it would be a good way to help
students improve English as well as a good way to get to know students at

the university.
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(b)
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I learned how to communicate more effectively with students and adapt to
students with different levels of English proficiency.

Topics could be repetitive in the Beginner level chats. While some of that is
unavoidable, since students can be nervous about bringing up topics on their
own, it can make it hard to gauge how much they are getting out of the

experience.

(d) More reserve chairs would be nice, especially during times when the library

(a)

(b)

gets crowded. Something like having a few folding chairs to place at tables
when the normal seats are full, so prospective participants aren't

discouraged when they don't see an open seat right away.

Honestly speaking, I never autonomously applied for the position. I was
invited for the position by a staff member when they happened to overhear
me speaking English at the International Centre and then was asked if I
would be interested. However, if I had had heard about this position in the
previous semester I would have definitely applied for it not only for the
experience of working during my exchange program (which was something I
was determined to do while in Japan), but also because I personally like
helping people improve their English and in exchange, learn more about
Japanese. It was also a good way to be more a part of university and campus
life.

Without a doubt [English Chat] acted as a doorway for me to meet Japanese
students who were interested in getting to know foreign students. Something
I found whilst being in Japan is that not all Japanese students at university
are interested in befriending foreigners especially because of the language
barrier so I had had a difficult time making Japanese friends. At English
Chat, as participants were keen to learn English and already anticipated
that my Japanese language levels would not be so advanced, I was able to
meet and befriend a lot of like-minded and keen people. My experience at
Chat has also given me more confidence in my ability to teach. Prior to this
position, I never at all considered taking tutoring or teaching-type positions
as part-time jobs because I believed I didn’t have the patience, the people
skills or even the knowledge to be able to tutor. My time at Chat has taught
me that I am actually equipped to mentor and help other people in terms of

English language study and now I am applying for tutoring positions when I
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return to [my home country].

(¢) For one thing, as I worked at Chat seven times a week - with two days where
I had two sessions in a day - it became, at one stage, very difficult to find
topics to talk about. Using prepared topics helped to an extent, but there
were some days where I thought my chat was becoming quite boring. It was
also hard to gauge whether some students in my chat had already discussed
a similar topic with another tutor from a different session. I remember one
time when I asked about their Winter Holidays, one of the students
complained that they had already answered the same question with some
other tutor the day before. It was a little embarrassing. On that note, there
were also times when a student who had become friendly with me was too
brazen or ... I guess, “outspoken” or “thoughtless” during our chats. Topics
that would have been ok to talk about outside Chat was brought up during
the session, and it made me uncomfortable as a tutor especially as it was not
very professional. At the same time, and this may be a personal failure of
mine, I wasn’t sure how to control or discipline these students to indicate
that they shouldn’t talk about such things during chat... I also had a bad
experience when two students who were from my Japanese language class
came and then refused to participate properly in conversation and kept
giving half-hearted answers that did not contribute to the progression of the
chat. People that only came for the points but did not try very hard to use or
challenge their English was frustrating. On the whole though, I honestly
enjoyed English Chats. The instances shared above were few and far between,
and people were usually sincere about using English.

(d) Instead of sending individual emails summarizing chat sessions, I think the
tutors should at some stage be able to get together and discuss what they
talked about in their groups that week - especially to avoid talking about and
repeating the same topics in the future. Also, I think the Advanced Chat
space is not appropriate. The couches give it a nice, casual atmosphere but I
often ended up with 5-8 people attending and there would be a shortage of
furniture and seats. During exam periods, I think Chat sessions should also
be moved. When I had Chats during the end of semester exams, I had a lot of
the students around us trying to study be disturbed or look displeased that

we were talking and making noise in our corner.

Fa—F—4
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(a) At the beginning my only reason was socializing and working in Japan as a
paid tutor. Even though it has changed in time my first reasons were those.

(b) There are so many thing that I would like to talk about but to sum it up, being
a tutor helped me having interaction with other people than [people from my
country] but Asian cultures are really different when compared to western
culture. I believe I have become much more friendlier and understanding
toward other cultures. For me being a tutor is a must be for students like me.

(c) Sometimes I felt the pressure of not being a native English speaker. It wasn’t
a huge problem but it was unpleasant when I forgot some words. The
Japanese way of education is fierce and so are the students which caused me
to be surprised when I saw the competitive style of some people.

(d) If the tutors could give the students assignments it might have a positive
effect on the English that the students are willing to learn. Movie or
documentary days can be added and so can the students talk about common

knowledge.

(a) T wanted to help some students to try to speak out in English. Hoped that we
can know and communicate with each other more and learn something new
from others.

(b) It was a great experience for me and also for my study life here. Although
there are some unpleasant things happened, I enjoyed it and feel thankful for
the chance I got.

(¢) It’s hard to work with the people who comes from English speaking country, of
course not everyone but some who feel too proud of being a person whose
mother language is English. What I didn’t enjoy is the lack of respect
sometimes. But that’s fine now.

(d) As a student whose mother language is not English, I tried to have good
conversations with everyone but it’s also hard to overcome the language
problems sometimes, especially working with the English speaking people. It’s
better to divide the English speaking and non English speaking tutors into
different groups. Thanks for working here and the best wishes to all of you, of
course. I hope FL-SALC can be better and better.

HEET 2 —H—6

(a) My reason was primarily that I wanted to spend more time with Japanese

11



(b)

(0

(d)

students and not just other internationals. I also had a lot of free time and
wanted to do something productive. I think being an English tutor is also good
for my CV.

I think I've become more confident with talking to people generally and
improved my conversation skills. Equally, I've learnt a lot about Japanese life
and culture, as well as getting specific tips on things to do and see, from the
students.

Sometimes it can be very hard to find things to talk about with the beginners
groups. The topic suggestion sheets are usually very helpful but many of the
topics are too complicated or difficult for some of the beginners. I don’t want to
ask them the same questions each week and for them to be bored.

Perhaps students who come to multiple sessions can think beforehand if there
are any topics they’d really like to discuss. This isn’t necessary for every
session but it might be very helpful for the regulars who already have good

English-speaking skills.
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